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1. 0 Applicant made the request for substantive examination in accordance with the provisions of Paragraph 1 of Article 
35 of the Patent Law. The Examiner has proceeded with the examination as to substance of the above-identified 
patent application for invention. 
□ In accordance with the provisions of Paragraph 2 of Article 35 of the Patent Law, the Patent Office has, on its own 
initiative, decided to proceed with the examination as to substance of the same. 



Date of Issuing: 

September 1, 2006 



2. 0 Applicant claims 

January 23, 2003 . when the previous application was filed with 



KR 



February 10. 2003. when the previous application was filed with . 
, when the previous application was filed with 



KR 



as a priority date; 
as a priority date; 
, as a priority date. 



Jias been rejected under Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations of the 



3. □ The amendment submitted on 

Patent Law. 

□ For the reasons indicated in the text of this Action, the following documents submitted have been rejected under 
Article 33 of the Patent Law: 

□ The Chinese translation of the annex to the international preliminary examination report. 

□ The Chinese translation of the amendments under Article 19 of PCX 

□ The amendments under Article 28 or 41 of PCT 

4. EIThe application has been examined on the basis of the translation of the originally filed international application; 
□The application has been examined on the basis of the following documents: 

□ Description, pages , as in the translation of the originally filed international application; 

pages , as in the translation of the annex to IPER; 

pages as in the amendments under Article 28 or 41 of PCT; 
pages , as in the amendments under Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations. 



□ Claims, 



No. 
No. 
No, 
No, 
No. 



□ Drawings, sheets. 

sheets, 
sheets 



as in the translation of the originally filed international application; 
as in the translation of the amendments under Article 19 of PCT; 
as in the translation of the annex to IPER; 
as in the amendments under Article 28 or 41 of PCT; 
as in the amendments under Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations, 
as in the translation of the originally filed international application; 
as in the translation of the annex to IPER; 
as in the amendments under Article 28 or 41 of PCT 
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sheets , as in the amendments under Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations. 

EJThe following references are cited in the notification. The codes of the references will be used in further examination 



Code 


Reference No. or Title 


Publication Date 
(or Filing Date of a Conflicting Application ) ! 


1 


CN1152170A 


June 18, 1997 



5. Conclusive opinion: 

Hregarding the Description 

□ Its content belongs to the scope of Article 5 of the Patent Law which cannot be granted. 

□ It is not in conformity with the provisions of Paragraph 3 of Article 26 of the Patent Law. 

□ It is not in conformity with the provisions of Article 33 of the Patent Law. 

□ The presentation manner of the Description is not in conformity with Rule 18 of the Implementing Regulations of 
the China Patent Law. 

0 The presentation manner of the Description is not in conformity with Rule 19 of the Implementing Regulations of 

the China Patent Law. 
0 Regarding the Claims: 

□ Claims do not possess novelty under Paragraph 2 of Article 22 of the Patent Law. 

fviciaims 16.24-29.31 .39-44.46.54-59 do not possess inventiveness under Paragraph 3 of Article 22 of the 
Patent Law. 

□ Claims J do not possess practical applicability under Paragraph 4 of Article 22 of the Patent Law. 

□Claims fall in the scope of Article 25 of the Patent Law which cannot be granted. 

EClaims 1 7-1 9.21 .30.32-34.36.45.47-49.51 .60-75 d o not meet the requirements of Paragraph 4 of Article 26 
of the Patent Law. 

□Claims do not meet the requirements of Paragraph 1 of Article 31 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claims do not meet the requirements of Article 33 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claims do not meet the requirements of Paragraph 1 of Rule 13 of the Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claims do not meet the requirements of Paragraph 1 of Rule 2 of the Implementing Regulations. 

HCIaims MSd o not meet the requirements of Rules 20 of the Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claims do not meet the requirements of Rules 21 of the Implementing Regulations. 

□ claims do not meet the requirements of Rules 22 of the Implementing Regulations. 

□Claims do not meet the requirements of Rules 23 of the Implementing Regulations. 

Please refer to the text of the Action in detail for the above. 

6. Based on the above conclusive opinion, the Examiner points out that 

□The applicant should amend the application documents according to the requirements of the text of the Action. 
0The applicant should state the reason that the application may be granted a patent right in the observation and 

amend the application documents according to the teaching of the text of the Action, otherwise the application may 

not be granted. 

□No substantive contents to be granted are presented in the application. If applicant does not submit his observation 
or the observation is not reasonable, the application will be rejected. 

□ 

7. The following items shall come to applicant's attention: 

{ 1 ) According to Article 37 of the Patent Law, applicant should submit his observation within _4_ months from the 

date he receives the notification. If, without any justified reasons, the time limit for making a response is not met, 

the application will be deemed to have been withdrawn. 
( 2 ) The amendments to the application documents should meet the requirements of Article 33 of the Patent Law. The 

amended documents should be submitted in two copies and the amending manner should comply with the relevant 

regulations of the Examination Guide. 
( 3 ) The observation and / or amended documents should be mailed to or submitted directly to the Receiving Section 

of the Patent Office, and no other submissions have legal effects. 
{ 4 ) Applicant and / or attorney may not have a meeting with the Examiner unless an appointment has been made in 

advance. 



8. The text of this Action consists of 3 page(s), including the following annexes: 
0the cited references 3 pages, J copies. 



2201 



2 



Text of the First Office Action 

200480000399.8 
SCT044783-38 

The present application relates to a recording medium such as BD-ROM, which 
includes an identification information, such as copy protection indicating information 
and an apparatus and methods for forming, recording, reproducing, and controlling 
reproduction of the recording media. Upon examination, the Examiner gives the 
following comments. 

1. Claims 1-15 are product claims directed to a recording medium, which should be 
defined specifically in all aspects of its structural features. For product claims with 
the subject matter of a recording medium, their physical structure features should 
be recorded in terms of shape, size, material and component, etc. However, the 
technical features of Claims 1-15 are all defined with respect to methods of 
classification (information format) for areas of the recording medium as well as 
the content of information recorded in each area instead of their structural features, 
resulting in an inconsistency between the technical solutions of Claims 1-15 and 
the subject matter thereof. Therefore, Claims 1-15 are rejected under Rule 20, 
Paragraph 1 of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law for 
failure to define clearly and concisely the matter for which protection is sought. 

2. Claim 16 is directed to a method of forming a recording medium. Dl 
(CN1152170A, hereinafter referred to as Dl) discloses a digital video copy 
protecting system, teaching the following particular technical features (see page 8, 
line 2-page 9, line 19 of the Description of Dl): the system is directed to copy 
protection of storage media having areas for recording data and key data 



l 



(corresponding to optional information in the present claim). When key data is 
present, the recording or reproduction of the data is controlled via key data; the 
system also includes steps of recognizing the presence or absence of key data in a 
certain portion of data. The key data is recorded in wobbled pre-pit pattern on an 
area of the recording medium. Claim 16 differs from Dl in that the recording 
medium has information identifying the presence or absence of the optional 
information. However, Dl discloses that it is necessary to analyze information 
signals to determine the presence or absence of key data. It is readily conceivable 
to those skilled in the art to provide a flag or a header on the recording medium, 
according to the recordation of Dl, indicating the presence or absence of copy 
protection information (key data) without any analysis of information signals, 
because it is a conventional technique for those skilled in the art to provide a flag 
or a header on the recording medium indicating the presence or absence of 
relevant information, which is also common knowledge. Therefore, it is obvious 
to obtain the technical solution of Claim 16 on the basis of Dl. Claim 16 neither 
has prominent substantive features nor represents notable progress, and hence is 
rejected under Article 22, Paragraph 3 of the Chinese Patent Law for lacking 
inventiveness. 

3. The additional technical features of Claims 17-19, 21 and 30 are neither recorded 
in the Description nor to be directly derived or deduced by those skilled in the art 
from the disclosure thereof. Therefore, Claims 17-19, 21 and 30 are rejected under 
Article 26, Paragraph 4 of the Chinese Patent Law for lacking support of the 
Description. 

4. Claim 26 contains the expression "the method according to claim 1,** which 
should be corrected as "the method according to claim 16." 

5. Claims 24-29 belong to common knowledge in the art. Therefore, when the cited 
Claim 16 is not inventive. Claims 24-29 neither have prominent substantive 
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features nor represent notable progress, and hence are objected to under Article 22, 
Paragraph 3 of the Chinese Patent Law for lacking inventiveness. 

6. Claim 31 is directed to a method of reproducing data from a recording medium. 
Dl (CN 11 52 170 A) discloses a digital video copy protection system, teaching the 
following particular technical features (seepage 8, line 2 -page 9, line 19 of the 
Description of Dl): the system is directed to copy protection of storage media. 
When key data (corresponding to optional information in the present claim) is 
present, the recording or reproduction of the data is controlled via key data; the 
system also includes steps of recognizing the presence or absence of key data in a 
certain portion of data. The key data is recorded in wobbled pre-pit pattern on an 
area of the recording medium. Claim 31 differs from Dl in that the recording 
medium has information identifying the presence or absence of the optional 
information. However, Dl discloses that it is necessary to analyze information 
signals to determine the presence or absence of key data. It is readily conceivable 
to those skilled in the art to provide a flag or a header on the recording medium, 
according to the recordation of Dl, indicating the presence or absence of copy 
protection information (key data) without any analysis of information signals, 
because it is a conventional technique for those skilled in the art to provide a flag 
or a header on the recording medium indicating the presence or absence of 
relevant information, which is also common knowledge. Therefore, it is obvious 
to obtain the technical solution of Claim 31 on the basis of Dl. Claim 31 neither 
has prominent substantive features nor represents notable progress, and hence is 
rejected under Article 22, Paragraph 3 of the Chinese Patent Law for lacking 
inventiveness. 

7. The additional technical features of Claims 32-34, 36 and 45 are neither recorded 
in the Description nor to be directly derived or deduced by those skilled in the art 
from the disclosure thereof. Therefore, Claims 32-34, 36 and 45 are rejected under 
Article 26, Paragraph 4 of the Chinese Patent Law. 
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8. Claims 39-44 belong to common knowledge in the art. Therefore, when the cited 
Claim 31 is not inventive, Claims 39-44 neither have prominent substantive 
features nor represent notable progress, and hence are objected to under Article 22, 
Paragraph 3 of the Chinese Patent Law for lacking inventiveness. 

9. Claim 46 is directed to a method of recording data on a recording medium. Dl 
(CN1152170A) discloses a digital video copy protection system, teaching the 
following particular technical features (seepage 8, line 2 -page 9, line 19 of the 
Description of Dl): the system is directed to copy protection of storage media. 
When key data (corresponding to optional information in the present claim) is 
present, the recording or reproduction of the data is controlled via key data; the 
system also includes steps of recognizing the presence or absence of key data in a 
certain portion of data. The key data is recorded in wobbled pre-pit pattern on an 
area of the recording medium. Claim 46 differs from Dl in that recording 
information identifying the presence or absence of the optional information. 
However, Dl discloses that it is necessary to analyze information signals to 
determine the presence or absence of key data. It is readily conceivable to those 
skilled in the art to provide a flag or a header on the recording medium, according 
to the recordation of Dl, indicating the presence or absence of copy protection 
information (key data) without any analysis of information signals, because it is a 
conventional technique for those skilled in the art to provide a flag or a header on 
the recording medium indicating the presence or absence of relevant information, 
which is also common knowledge. Therefore, it is obvious to obtain the technical 
solution of Claim 46 on the basis of Dl. Claim 46 neither has prominent 
substantive features nor represents notable progress, and hence is rejected under 
Article 22, Paragraph 3 of the Chinese Patent Law for lacking inventiveness. 

10. The additional technical features of Claims 47-49, 51 and 60 are neither recorded 

in the Description nor to be directly derived or deduced by those skilled in the art 
from the disclosure thereof. Therefore, Claims 47-49, 51 and 60 are rejected 
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under Article 26, Paragraph 4 of the Chinese Patent Law for lacking support of 
the Description. 

11. Claims 54-59 belong to common knowledge in the art. Therefore, when the cited 
Claim 31 is not inventive, Claims 54-59 neither have prominent substantive 
features nor represent notable progress, and hence are objected to under Article 22, 
Paragraph 3 of the Chinese Patent Law for lacking inventiveness. 

12. Claims 61-75 are defined in terms of functions that can be realized by the 
apparatus, covering all the methods by which said functions can be realized. 
However, said apparatus cannot be derived or deduced by those skilled in the art 
according to the disclosure of the Description. Therefore, Claims 61-75 are 
rejected under Article 26, Paragraph 4 of the Chinese Patent Law for lacking 
support of the Description. 

13. The same reference sign for different technical terms appears in the Description, 
such as "differential amplifier 12" and "VDP system 12", which does not meet the 
requirements of Rule 19, Paragraph 3 of the Implementing Regulations of the 
Chinese Patent Law. 

14. The applicant is required to amend the tile of the present patent application for 
invention, which should be limited in the number of words used. 

For the above-mentioned reasons, the present application cannot be granted as it is 
now. The applicant should amend the application documents per the comments therein 
so as to overcome said defects. Otherwise, the application shall be rejected. Note that 
all amendments shall not go beyond the scope of disclosure of the initial Description 
and Claims under Article 33 of the Chinese Patent Law. 
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